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SYNTHESIS

EVALUATION

Suits: Naturally 
dichotomous 
content
Advantages: Ease 
of construction, 
ease and reliability 
of scoring
Disadvantage: 
50% chance of 
guessing correct 
response

Suits: Homogenous 
content
Advantages: Ease of 
scoring by hand
Disadvantage: Only 
assesses lowest level

Suits: Varied 
content
Advantages: Ease 
and reliability of  
scoring, assesses 
up to four Bloom 
levels, may be used 
diagnostically, less 
probability of 
guessing
Disadvantage: 
Di�cult to write, 
assisted recall, can’t 
assess synthesis 
and evaluation

Suits: Content 
requiring short 
phrase or word, 
correct spelling etc.
Advantages: Ease 
of construction, 
unassisted recall
Disadvantage: 
Limited sophistica-
tion of responses, 
problematic to 
score reliably

Suits: Content 
requiring original 
responses, content 
that cannot be 
assessed using 
closed-end 
questions
Advantages: Ease 
of construction 
compared to 
multiple choice 
covering the same 
content, ellicits 
original responses
Disadvantage: 
Di�cult to score 
reliably, 
time-consuming, 
evaluation prone 
to error due to 
scorer fatigue, poor 
handwriting etc.

Suits: Content 
requiring lengthy, 
original responses, 
writing skills 
assessment
Advantages: The 
only paper-and-
pencil evaluation 
type that assesses 
the highest of 
Bloom’s cognitive 
levels
Disadvantage: As 
per short-answer 
question types, 
only ampli�ed due 
to their extended 
length
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Constructing Test Items for Bloom’s Cognitive Domain
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